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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

  
 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder or available online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). 

Completed cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 
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Midweek Advent 2 

December 8, 2021  

 

The Savior Comes: To the Confused 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 785  
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M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for 

providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive 

our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive 

our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing 

your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Scripture Lesson Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because 

Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly. 

 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.” 

 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” – which means, “God with us.” 

 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 

home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 

Jesus. 

 

M: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus, 

come. 

 

Anthem (6:45 p.m.) Lo, How a Rose 

Adult Choir arranged by Michael Praetorius 

 

 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 

 Of Jesse’s lineage coming as prophets long have sung. 

 It came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 

 

 Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, thie rose I have in mind, 

 With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

 To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night. 

 

 O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe,  

 O Savior, King of glory, who dost our weakness know: 

 Bring us, at length, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven, and to the endless day. 

 

Hymn of the Day The Advent of Our King  

  Christian Worship 309  
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Sermon  Matthew 1:18-25 

The Savior Comes: To the Confused 

 

 

Please stand 
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Be seated  
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Offering 

 

Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our 

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated  

to give an offering. To submit your offering electronically or to fill out an  

online Connection Card, scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord: 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and  

 for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 

 joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and 

 health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, 

 and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose 

 souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. 

 Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Peace 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 

commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and 

quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 



pg. 10 

 

 

 

Be seated 

Closing Hymn As Angels Joyed with One Accord  

Christian Worship 320 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

  

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

 

Worship Notes 

 

• The Second Advent Candle: The Bethlehem Candle reminds us of the city of David, 

the place of Jesus’ birth. On that first Christmas night, God’s love for his fallen 

creation shone forth through the birth of the Christ-child in Bethlehem. 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Evening Prayer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Lo, How a Rose” Text public domain. 

  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org 

www.sjtosa.org 


